The Power of Biblical-Based Chaplaincy

Chaplains are divinely called and enabled to serve faithfully, often facing significant personal sacrifice.
Our roles vary as spiritual leaders, advocates, teachers, and caregivers and mirror the apostolic
examples of the New Testament. By bringing light into darkness and providing ongoing care, chaplains
fulfill a vital and impactful ministry grounded in the timeless truths of the Bible.

Chaplaincy is a ministry that touches people where they are. We volunteer or are employed in secular
settings such as universities, hospitals, and prisons, often performing interfaith and multifaith work on
matters such as death and dying, dealing with loss, and dealing with change. We serve people of all
religious backgrounds and even those with none, providing hope, comfort, and assistance during difficult
times and bringing the ministry of presence to those they serve.

As chaplains, we don’t try to force our own religious beliefs on those we care for. Our effectiveness is
most evident when we leave our agendas at the door: outside the police car, the fire station, the hospital
room, the hospice patient’s location, the disaster perimeter, the motorcycle club, the workplace, or
whatever context your chaplaincy ministry involves.

Chaplaincy is truly an essential ministry within both secular and religious institutions. It provides spiritual
guidance, support, and counsel in various settings, such as the military, hospitals, prisons, law
enforcement departments, fire stations, universities, workplaces, or whatever context your chaplaincy
touches. While our unique vocation is not explicitly detailed in the Bible, it carries principles and traits
rooted deeply in Scripture. By exploring relevant Biblical passages, we can draw discerning connections
to describe and encourage today’s chaplains.

Here are some Biblical affirmations for us as His Chaplains, ministering in the areas He places us in:

1 Timothy 1:12 states: | thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength to do his work. He
considered me trustworthy and appointed me to serve him. The calling of a chaplain is fundamentally like
that of any minister—an invitation by Christ to serve faithfully. The Apostle Paul’s reflection on being
counted faithful and enabled by Christ stresses that the ministry is not pursued by personal ambition but
through divine appointment and empowerment.

Paul’s reflections in 2 Timothy 1:1 (Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the
promise of life which is in Christ Jesus) echo the sense of divine appointment and the promise that
sustains us in ministry. This commitment, guided by God’s will, suggests that chaplains, like Paul, are
entrusted with our roles and encouraged to carry out our duties with diligence, even when faced with
significant challenges.

Acts 15:26 commends us who have “risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The
sacrificial nature of chaplaincy is evident, as chaplains often serve in dangerous or emotionally
exhausting environments. The early apostles’ willingness to endanger their lives reflects the dedication
so often required of chaplains who serve in contexts such as combat zones, disaster areas, police or fire
calls, hospices or hospitals amidst pandemics or deathly sick patients.



Ephesians 4:11 describes various roles within the church: And he gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers. Chaplains often fulfill
multidimensional roles, providing pastoral care, teaching, and prophetic insights personalized to our
unique official contexts. We are spiritual leaders, guiding individuals and communities towards faith,
hope, and healing through ministering presence and care, always bringing the presence of Christinto a
desperate situation.

1 Peter 4:11 advises, Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God himself were speaking
through you. Do you have the gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy that God
supplies. Then, everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. All glory and power to him
forever and ever! For chaplains, communicating God’s truth with clarity and compassion is vital. This
passage in 1 Peter emphasizes the importance of chaplains speaking and ministering under the guidance
and strength of Holy Spirit, ensuring our words and actions align with spiritual truths and bring glory to
God.

2 Timothy 1:11 exemplifies another aspect of chaplaincy: And God chose me to be a preacher, an
apostle, and a teacher of this Good News. We serve as teachers and mentors in many settings, imparting
wisdom, faith, and moral guidance. We guide individuals in their spiritual journey, fostering growth and
understanding through presence, sharing God’s word, encouragement and personal counsel.

May God continue to bless each of you in the place of service He has entrusted you to!

May God continue to bless each of you in the places of service He has entrusted you to!



