Key Steps in Estate Planning
1. Define Your Goals
Start by identifying what you want to achieve with your estate plan. Goals may include providing for children’s education, supporting a spouse, minimizing taxes, or ensuring care for dependents with special needs Legal Templates.
2. Take Inventory of Assets and Debts
List all tangible and intangible assets, including property, investments, bank accounts, personal belongings, and retirement accounts. Subtract debts to determine your residual estate for beneficiaries Legal Templates+1.
3. Create Essential Legal Documents
· Last Will and Testament: Directs how your property is distributed and names guardians for minor children willsandtrustsguide.com+1.
· Durable Financial Power of Attorney: Appoints someone to manage your finances if you become incapacitated willsandtrustsguide.com+1.
· Healthcare Power of Attorney: Names a person to make medical decisions on your behalf willsandtrustsguide.com+1.
· Living Will (Advance Directive): States your wishes for medical and end-of-life care willsandtrustsguide.com+1.
4. Consider a Revocable Living Trust
A living trust can help avoid probate, maintain privacy, and manage assets if you become incapacitated. It is especially useful for complex estates or multiple properties The National Council on Aging+1.
5. Update Beneficiary Designations
Ensure retirement accounts, life insurance, and other accounts have current beneficiaries, as these pass outside your will willsandtrustsguide.com.
6. Special Provisions
· Special Needs Trusts: Protects beneficiaries who rely on government benefits willsandtrustsguide.com.
· Pour-Over Will: Works alongside a living trust to capture any assets not included in the trust willsandtrustsguide.com.
· Letter of Instruction: Informal guidance for heirs, including passwords and personal wishes willsandtrustsguide.com.
7. Appoint Trusted Agents
Select reliable individuals for financial and medical powers of attorney. Ensure they understand your wishes and can act responsibly eForms.
8. Review and Update Regularly
Estate planning is not one-time. Review your plan every few years or after major life events such as marriage, divorce, birth of children, or significant changes in assets willsandtrustsguide.com.
Practical Tips
· Start Simple: Even a basic plan with a will and powers of attorney is better than none The National Council on Aging.
· Seek Professional Guidance: For complex estates, consult a licensed estate planning attorney to ensure compliance with state laws willsandtrustsguide.com+1.
· Communicate with Family: Discuss your plans with loved ones to reduce confusion and potential disputes Legal Templates.
· Document Organization: Keep all documents in a secure, accessible location and inform your agents where to find them willsandtrustsguide.com.
By following this guide and checklist, you can create a comprehensive estate plan that protects your assets, ensures your healthcare wishes are honored, and provides peace of mind for you and your family The National Council on Aging+4.
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"A good man leaves an inheritance to his children's children, but the sinner's wealth is laid up for the righteous" (Proverbs 13:22 ESV).
Estate planning is rarely discussed from the pulpit and almost never framed biblically.
Most Christians either die without a will (intestate) or sign a generic legal template with no theological reflection. Leaving state courts to decide who raises their children and which heirs receive their assets. Scripture treats inheritance differently.
The Hebrew nachalah and Greek klēronomia are theological words, used for the Promised Land, for spiritual inheritance in Christ. For the legacy a faithful steward intentionally hands forward.
This guide walks the biblical theology of inheritance, the modern legal instruments (wills, trusts, beneficiary designations, powers of attorney), the specifically Christian questions (guardianship, charitable bequests, generosity at death). A practical checklist for translating Proverbs 13:22 into actual documents.
A discipleship document, not just a legal one
Order your full plan with our biblical financial planning guide, anchor inheritance theology in Proverbs 13:22 meaning, and translate net worth into a number on the Net Worth Calculator.
The biblical theology of inheritance
The Hebrew word nachalah appears over 220 times in the Old Testament. Its primary use is the Promised Land itself — God's inheritance to Israel (Deut 4:21, Josh 11:23).
It is then applied to family inheritance, governed by detailed Torah law (Num 27, 36; Deut 21:15-17).
Three principles emerge: (1) Inheritance is intentional, not accidental — God did not let Israel "see what happens" with the land; He distributed it by tribe and family.
(2) Inheritance is intergenerational. The land was to remain in the family across generations, with mechanisms (Jubilee, kinsman-redeemer) to prevent permanent loss. (3) Inheritance is theological. It was a tangible witness of God's faithfulness to the next generation.
The Greek klēronomia carries the same weight into the New Testament. Christians are heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ (Rom 8:17). The inheritance is "imperishable, undefiled. Unfading" (1 Pet 1:4).
The earthly counterpart is not abolished — Paul still warns that "if anyone does not provide for his relatives. Especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith" (1 Tim 5:8).
Provision does not stop at one's death. Proverbs 13:22 explicitly commends inheritance to one's children's children. Three generations forward. The Christian estate plan is the document where this theology meets reality.
Dying without a will (intestate) — and why Christians shouldn't
If a Christian dies without a will, state intestacy law writes the will for them.
The state decides which relatives inherit and in what percentages. The state decides who raises minor children. The state decides who manages money on behalf of those children until adulthood. None of these defaults match what Scripture commends.
Worse, intestacy bypasses every opportunity to make the final act of stewardship a witness. No charitable bequest, no testimony of faith, no naming of guardians who share the parents' theology.
Dying intestate is not neutral. It is a positive forfeiture of stewardship. Proverbs 13:22 makes this unambiguous: the wise man leaves an inheritance. Leaving requires intention. Intention requires a document.
Wills vs. trusts — what each does
A will is a legal document that takes effect at death. It names an executor, distributes assets. Most importantly names guardians for minor children. A will goes through probate. A public court process that varies from inexpensive and fast (most states) to slow and costly (California, Florida). A simple will is sufficient for most middle-class Christian households.
A revocable living trust is a legal entity created during life that holds assets on the grantor's behalf. At death, assets in the trust bypass probate and pass directly to named beneficiaries. Privately, quickly. (sometimes) more cheaply than probate.
Trusts are useful for households with real estate in multiple states, blended families, special-needs heirs, or larger estates where probate cost is significant. They are not necessary for everyone. Many Christian estate-planning attorneys overstate the need to justify higher fees.
Most households need: a will, durable power of attorney for finances, healthcare directive (living will). HIPAA authorization. Households with significant real estate or complexity should additionally consider a revocable living trust. Consult a fiduciary estate-planning attorney in your state.
Beneficiary designations — the will-overriders
A critical and widely-misunderstood point: beneficiary designations override your will. Retirement accounts (401(k), IRA), life insurance policies, transfer-on-death bank accounts. Payable-on-death investment accounts pass directly to whoever is named on the form. Regardless of what the will says.
An out-of-date beneficiary form is the most common estate-planning failure in America (e.g., an ex-spouse still listed on a 401(k) thirty years after the divorce).
Audit every beneficiary designation when you write the will, after every major life event (marriage, divorce, birth, death of a beneficiary). At least every five years. This single discipline prevents most estate disasters.
Guardians for minor children — the most important decision
For parents of minor children, the single most important provision in the will is the guardianship designation. This names who will raise the children if both parents die.
Choose someone who: (1) shares your Christian faith and will disciple your children in it; (2) has the emotional bandwidth and stage of life to absorb the responsibility; (3) is geographically reasonable (children are often best served by minimal disruption to school, church. Community). And (4) has been asked and has agreed.
Name a backup. Revisit annually. A guardianship designation made in haste at age 25 may be catastrophically wrong by age 40. This is the discipleship decision of the document.
Charitable bequests — the last check you write
The most distinctively Christian element of an estate plan is the charitable bequest.
Naming the local church, a ministry, a mission agency, or a kingdom cause as a beneficiary turns the final allocation of assets into the final act of stewardship.
Options include: (1) a specific dollar bequest in the will ("I give $25,000 to my local church"); (2) a percentage of the estate ("I give 10% of my net estate to…"); (3) naming the church as a beneficiary on a life-insurance policy or retirement account (efficient. Because retirement accounts left to individual heirs are taxable. Left to a 501(c)(3) are not).
Many Christian households make the church a "tithing heir" — receiving the same 10% the household gave during life.
Others, in Randy Alcorn's phrase, "give it all away by the end" and structure the estate so the children receive enough to bless but not enough to ruin.
How much to leave to children — the hardest question
Scripture commends leaving an inheritance (Prov 13:22), but it never specifies the amount.
The wisdom literature warns repeatedly that inherited wealth without character is a curse, not a blessing (Prov 20:21 — "an inheritance gained hastily in the beginning will not be blessed in the end"; Eccl 5:13-14 — "riches were kept by their owner to his hurt").
Warren Buffett famously said to "leave the children enough that they can do anything but not enough that they can do nothing."
Many Christian financial teachers (Ron Blue, Randy Alcorn) commend a similar instinct: leave enough to bless, structure it to disciple (often through staged distributions or trust mechanisms). Direct the surplus to kingdom causes.
The amount is judgment; the principle is that the inheritance must serve the children's discipleship, not undermine it.
A practical Christian estate-planning checklist
1. Write or update the will. Name executor, guardians for minor children (with backup), specific bequests, and residue allocation. Consider a charitable bequest.
2. Audit beneficiary designations. Every retirement account, life insurance policy, and payable-on-death account. Update after every life event.
3. Sign powers of attorney. Durable financial POA (someone you trust to handle money if you are incapacitated) and healthcare POA (someone empowered to make medical decisions).
4. Sign a healthcare directive / living will. Articulate end-of-life preferences in light of biblical convictions on life, suffering, and stewardship of the body.
5. Confirm life insurance is adequate. 10–12× income on both income-producing spouses, including the homemaker. Term, not whole life. See our biblical financial planning guide.
6. Consider a revocable trust if you have real estate in multiple states, blended-family complexity, or special-needs heirs.
7. Write a letter of instruction — non-legal but invaluable. Where the documents are, account logins, funeral preferences, and a personal letter to each child articulating faith, gratitude, and blessing. The last is the most important. Many Christians also leave an "ethical will" — a written statement of faith, values, and witness to the next generation.
8. Review every 3–5 years and after every major life event.
The Christian estate plan as worship
The Christian view turns the estate plan from a cold legal exercise into an act of worship.
Every document is a sermon: the guardianship clause says "the discipleship of my children matters more than convenience". The charitable bequest says "the kingdom outlasts the estate". The inheritance amount says "I am leaving them enough to bless and pointing the surplus to God". The letter of instruction says "the last word my children hear from me will be the Gospel."
Proverbs 13:22 is not a tax-planning verse. It is a discipleship verse. The estate plan is where the theology of stewardship reaches its longest range. Past one's own life, into generations not yet born.
Continue your study
Continue with our biblical financial planning, Proverbs 13:22 meaning, biblical investing principles, what the Bible says about retirement, our parable of the rich fool study. The full Stewardship hub. Translate it into a number with the Net Worth Calculator.
All Scripture quotations from the English Standard Version unless otherwise noted. This guide is biblical and educational, not personalized legal or tax advice. Consult a qualified estate-planning attorney in your state.
Frequently asked questions
Why do Christians need an estate plan?
Because Proverbs 13:22 commends leaving an inheritance to one's children's children — and leaving requires intention, and intention requires documents. Dying without a will means the state writes the will for you: it decides which relatives inherit, who raises your minor children, and who manages money on their behalf. None of those defaults match what Scripture commends, and intestacy forfeits every opportunity to make the final act of stewardship a witness — no charitable bequest, no testimony of faith, no theologically-aligned guardianship. The Christian estate plan is a discipleship document, not just a legal one.
What is the biblical theology of inheritance?
The Hebrew nachalah (over 220 OT uses) is first applied to the Promised Land — God's inheritance to Israel — then to family inheritance, governed by detailed Torah law. Three principles: inheritance is intentional (God distributed the land by tribe and family, not by chance), intergenerational (mechanisms like Jubilee preserved family land across generations), and theological (a tangible witness of God's faithfulness to the next generation). The Greek klēronomia carries the same weight forward: Christians are heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ (Rom 8:17). The earthly inheritance is not abolished; Paul still calls failure to provide for one's household a denial of the faith (1 Tim 5:8).
What is the difference between a will and a trust?
A will is a legal document that takes effect at death, naming an executor, distributing assets, and most importantly naming guardians for minor children. It goes through probate — a public court process. A revocable living trust is a legal entity created during life that holds assets on the grantor's behalf; at death, assets in the trust bypass probate and pass directly to named beneficiaries — privately, quickly, sometimes more cheaply. A simple will is sufficient for most middle-class households. Trusts are useful for those with real estate in multiple states, blended families, special-needs heirs, or larger estates. Many estate attorneys overstate trust necessity to justify fees.
Do beneficiary designations override the will?
Yes — and this is the most widely-misunderstood point in estate planning. Retirement accounts (401(k), IRA), life insurance policies, transfer-on-death bank accounts, and payable-on-death investment accounts pass directly to whoever is named on the form, regardless of what the will says. An out-of-date beneficiary form is the most common estate-planning failure (e.g., an ex-spouse still listed on a 401(k) decades after divorce). Audit every beneficiary designation when you write the will, after every major life event (marriage, divorce, birth, death), and at least every five years.
How do I choose a guardian for my children?
For parents of minor children, this is the single most important provision in the will. Choose someone who shares your Christian faith and will disciple your children in it, has the emotional bandwidth and life stage to absorb the responsibility, is geographically reasonable (minimal disruption to school, church, community), and has been asked and has agreed. Always name a backup. Revisit annually. A guardianship designation made at age 25 may be catastrophically wrong by age 40. This is the discipleship decision of the document — more important than any dollar amount.
Should Christians leave money to charity in their will?
Yes, and many Christian households make this their final act of stewardship. Options include a specific dollar bequest, a percentage of the estate, or naming the church/ministry as a beneficiary on a life-insurance policy or retirement account (tax-efficient because retirement accounts left to individuals are taxable but to a 501(c)(3) are not). Many Christian households make the church a 'tithing heir' — receiving the same 10% they gave during life. Others, in Randy Alcorn's phrase, 'give it all away by the end' and structure the estate so children receive enough to bless but not enough to ruin.
How much should I leave to my children?
Scripture commends leaving an inheritance (Prov 13:22) but never specifies the amount. Wisdom literature repeatedly warns that inherited wealth without character is a curse: Proverbs 20:21 — 'an inheritance gained hastily in the beginning will not be blessed in the end'; Ecclesiastes 5:13-14 — 'riches were kept by their owner to his hurt.' Warren Buffett's instinct — 'enough that they can do anything but not enough that they can do nothing' — aligns with the biblical wisdom tradition. Leave enough to bless, structure it to disciple (often through staged distributions or trust mechanisms), and direct the surplus to kingdom causes. The amount is judgment; the principle is that the inheritance must serve the children's discipleship, not undermine it.
What documents make up a complete Christian estate plan?
Eight pieces. (1) Will — executor, guardians, bequests, residue. (2) Updated beneficiary designations on every retirement and insurance account. (3) Durable financial power of attorney. (4) Healthcare power of attorney. (5) Healthcare directive / living will articulating end-of-life convictions. (6) Adequate term life insurance (10–12× income, both income-producing spouses, including the homemaker). (7) Optional revocable trust for complexity, multi-state real estate, or special-needs heirs. (8) Letter of instruction — non-legal but invaluable: document locations, logins, funeral preferences, and a personal letter to each child articulating faith, gratitude, and blessing. Many add an 'ethical will' — a written statement of faith and values to the next generation. Review every 3–5 years and after every life event.
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How this article was researched
Every guide on Solomon Wealth Code is cross-checked against the original Hebrew and Greek text, major English translations, and recognized voices in biblical stewardship. The primary sources and authorities consulted for articles in this category are listed below.
· ESV Bible (Crossway) — English Standard Version, primary translation referenced.
· NIV Bible (Biblica) — New International Version, cross-checked for clarity.
· Blue Letter Bible — Hebrew & Greek Lexicon — Strong's concordance and original-language word studies.
· STEP Bible (Tyndale House) — Open-access interlinear and morphological tools.
· Crown Financial Ministries — Larry Burkett's biblical money management framework.
· Compass — Finances God's Way — Howard Dayton's stewardship curriculum.
· Ramsey Solutions — Biblical Finance — Dave Ramsey's Baby Steps methodology, cross-checked against Scripture.
· Generous Giving — Research on biblical generosity and stewardship.
· Randy Alcorn — Eternal Perspective Ministries — Theology of money, possessions, and eternity.
· Editorial Policy — How we research, source, and review every article.
· About the Editorial Team — Who reviews our biblical and financial guidance.
Solomon Wealth Code is reader-supported and editorially independent. We do not receive compensation from any organization listed above for inclusion. See our editorial policy for sourcing standards and corrections.
Essential deep study
· →Jesus Cleansed the Temple: The Money-Changers, the Whip of Cords, and Why John Places It at the Start and the Synoptics at the End
· →Give to the Poor: 25+ Bible Verses on Almsgiving, Proverbs 19:17 ('Lends to the LORD'), and Jesus' Matthew 25 Identification
· →The Parable of the Talents: Matthew 25:14-30 Exegesis, the Greek Talanton, and the Servant Who Buried What He Was Given
· →Is Money the Root of All Evil? 1 Timothy 6:10 Exegesis — Philargyria, the Anarthrous Rhiza, and the Skipped Verses 17-19
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